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1. Controlling dynamic changes in an organism’s physiology acts as a double-edged sword 
as it may mask or unmask experimental readout parameters when such parameters are 
influenced by changes in physiology (this thesis) 
 
2. Whether stress is a trigger for migraine attacks is difficult to study as stress involves 
more than a rise in stress hormones (this thesis) 
 
3. Mass spectrometry is a useful and unbiased tool to discover migraine biomarkers (this 
thesis) 
 
4. The occurrence of spontaneous CSD in transgenic migraine mice will help unraveling 
migraine-relevant neurobiological changes (this thesis) 
 
5. Since CSD can be induced in a healthy brain it has importance for understanding normal 
brain functioning as well (based on: George G. Somjen, Ions in the brain. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1
st
 Edition 2004; p 257) 
 
6. Inflammation triggered by neuronal activation forms an integral part of mechanisms that 
link CSD to migraine headache (Levy et al., Headache 2009;49:953-957; Karatas et al. 
2013;339:1092-1095) 
 
7. Cerebral hyperexcitability and its relationship with vascular changes in migraine 
pathophysiology are central factors in the comorbid relationship between migraine and 
stroke (Eikermann-Haerter et al.,  Headache 2014;54:1146-1157) 
 
8. “It is this potential for plasticity of the relatively stereotyped units of the nervous system 
that endows each of us with our individuality” (Eric Kandel, Principles of Neural 
Science. New York: McGraw-Hill, 4
th
 Edition 2000; p 34)  
 
9. “Knowledge devoid of justice and the general virtue, is not considered wisdom but 
cunning” (Plato, Menexenus, 347a)  
 
10. Te rinjt dine gjithcka, te vjeterit dyshojne ne gjithcka. “The young know everything, the 
older question everything”  (Albanian proverb)  
 
11. “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever” (Mahatma 
Gandhi, 1869-1948) 
